
Dream Builder: The Story of 
Architect Philip Freelon 
Written by Kelly Starling Lyons
Illustrated by Laura Freeman
9781620149553 | Ages 4–8 | January 2020

You’ve seen the Smithsonian National Museum of 
African American History and Culture. Now meet the 
man whose life went into building it.

A Space for Me 
By Cathryn Falwell
9781620149638 | Ages 5-8 | February 2020
Alex needs a break from his pesky little brother, Lucas, 
so he creates a space for himself, but soon realizes that 
he and Lucas need time together too.

When the Shadbush Blooms 
Written by Carla Messinger; Susan Katz 
Illustrated by David Fadden
Paperback | 9781643792019 | Ages 6-11 | May 2020

A young Lenape Indian girl observes and reflects on 
the small, important ways her family today, and her 
ancestors generations before, celebrate the cycle of 
seasons.

On These Magic Shores 
Written by Yamile Saied Méndez
9781643790312 | Ages 8-12 | June 2020

When Minerva’s mother goes missing, it’s up to her 
to take care of her younger sisters, audition for the 
school’s production of Peter Pan, and not let anyone 
know they’re home alone. Thankfully, she has the help 
of a friend . . . and some very real fairy magic. 
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Julieta and the  
Diamond Enigma 
Written by Luisana Duarte Armendáriz
9781643790466 | Ages 8-12 | June 2020
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler meets Merci Suarez 
in this smart young middle-grade mystery about a diamond gone 
missing from the Louvre and the sweet and spunky girl who cracks  
the case.

She Was the First! : The Trailblazing Life 
of Shirley Chisholm  
Written by Katheryn Russell-Brown
Illustrated by Eric Velasquez 
9781620143469 | Ages 6-12 | August 2020
A timely, inspiring picture book biography of the dynamic twentieth-
century educator, activist, and politician Shirley Chisholm.

Nacho’s Nachos: The Story Behind  
the World’s Favorite Snack 
Written by Sandra Nickel
Illustrated by Oliver Dominguez 
9781620143698 | Ages 5-10 | August 2020
The delicious true story of an inventive chef and the serendipitous 
events that led to the creation of the world’s favorite snack––nachos!

Sharuko: El arqueólogo peruano  
/ Peruvian Archaeologist Julio C. Tello 
Written by Monica Brown
Illustrated by Elisa Chavarri
9780892394234 | Ages 6-11 | August 2020

A fascinating bilingual picture book biography of Peruvian 
archaeologist and national icon Julio C. Tello, who unearthed Peru’s 
ancient cultures and fostered pride in the country’s Indigenous history.

 

The Lion Queens of India 
By Jan Reynolds 
9781643790510 | Ages 6-8 | September 2020
Award-winning photojournalist Jan Reynolds offers readers a 
fascinating glimpse into the world of the endangered Asiatic lions and 
the female forest rangers who fight to save them.
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Seven Golden Rings:  
A Tale of Music and Math 
Written by Rajani Larocca
Illustrated by Archana Sreenivasan  
9781885008978 | Ages 7-10 | October 2020
In this clever, convivial picture book, an Indian boy untangles a 
mathematical conundrum to win a place at the Rajah’s court.

What We Believe: A Black Lives Matter 
Principles Activity Book  
Written by Laleña Garcia
Illustrated by Caryn Davidson
9781643794778 | Ages 4-10 | October 2020
This powerful activity book will engage hands, hearts, and minds as it 
introduces children to the guiding principles of the Black Lives Matter 
movement.

Coming in 2020 from
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The Story of Civil War Hero  
Robert Smalls 
Written by Janet Halfmann
Illustrated by Duane Smith
9781643790169 | Ages 8-12 | February 2020
This exciting entry in the “Story of” line of chapter-book biographies 
introduces readers to Robert Smalls, an enslaved steamboat wheelman 
who commandeered a Confederate ship during the Civil War and 
escaped with his family and crew to freedom. 

The Story of Olympic Diver  
Sammy Lee 
Written by Paula Yoo
Illustrated by Dom Lee 
9781643790145 | Ages 8-12 | February 2020
This compelling entry in the “Story of” line of chapter-book biographies 
features Sammy Lee, a Korean American diver who became the first 
Asian American to win an Olympic gold medal.

The Story of Environmentalist  
Wangari Maathai 
Written by Jen Cullerton Johnson
Illustrated by Sonia Lynn Sadler
9781643790121 | Ages 8-12 | February 2020

This inspiring entry in the “Story of” line of chapter-book 
biographies features Wangari Maathai, the first African woman, and 
environmentalist, to win a Nobel Peace Prize.

Coming in 2020 from
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The Story Of... 
The next three in our line of nonfiction chapter book biographies


